Approved Minutes
Science Museum of Virginia
Science Education Committee Meeting
2500 West Broad Street
Richmond, VA  23220

Thursday, January 28, 2010
2:00 p.m.



Present:  Liz Appel Blue (Chair), Roger L. Boeve, Richard B. Brandt, Laura J. Fuller, James P. O’Brien, Albert C. Pollard, Richard P. Solana, Deborah L. Trainer

Staff Present:  Mike Boehme, Richard Conti, David Hagan, Nina Johnson, Jeff Liverman, Eugene Maurakis, William Slaughter (volunteer), Elizabeth Voelkel

I. Ms. Blue called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m.

II. Upon motion made by Mr. Boeve and seconded by Dr. Solana the minutes for the October 22, 2009, Science Education Committee meeting were approved as distributed.

III. Project Updates

Mr. Conti reported on the following:
· VCU/daVinci Innovation Studio project
· VCU team starting new project designing a space (Think Tank) for the museum
· Project is funded by Altria
· Project team is made up of two engineer students, two business students and two design students
· Once design is finished, the students will build out the project (students will be paid as part time project managers)

Mr. Slaughter reported on the following:
· Volunteer project
· Researching the background of the building as a railroad station
· Project would entail volunteers giving a tour to guest explaining the history of the building as a railroad station
· The Theatre Group would offer a play on Pope who was the architect of the building
· The committee suggested the following resources for researching the building:
· Architectural Society
· Library of Virginia
· Historical Society
· Archive people’s stories coming into the building as a railroad station
· Lou Dean
· Media
· Volunteers are working with the Education Department on developing a new demo each year.

Mr. Conti reported on the following:
· Urban Farm project
· Thanks to Dr. Brandt for his role in helping acquiring funding from the Gwathmey Foundation in making our Urban Farm project a reality
· Virginia State University Agricultural Extension has signed on as SMV’s content expert
· Coordinating with Richmond Public Schools who have three green houses
· The Urban Farm project will initially have four areas:
· Experimental test plots from Virginia State Universities Agriculture Department
· A Pizza Garden with seedlings germinated by five area Richmond Public School students
· A Permaculture Garden designed and created by Tricycle Gardens
· An Event Garden with crops that will be used by select preferred caterers of the Science Museum and served at museum events

IV.	Summer Camp Strategies

Ms. Voelkel explained how Summer Camps themes are changing to reflect the new concept of summer camps. The themes will incorporate four major topics (Sports, Art, General Science, and Environmental, Conservation and Sustainability) to utilize the IMAX® film, Lab/Demo, Exhibit Focus and Add-On.  A fifth topic was added to list to enhance the traveling exhibits MAPS:  Tools for Adventure.  The marketing department will package the theme concept and approach different area summer camp providers and entice them to bring their campers to the museum for a day.  The camp providers can choose the package as a whole or select individual themes that will fit their program. 

V.	Integrated Learning Approach

 Ms. Voelkel explained how the Integrated Learning Approach is in line with the Strategic Plan at the museum in term of packaging experiences and also, offering different opportunities based on individual/family need on how deep they would like to take their learning experience.  
           
 VI.	With no further business, Ms. Blue adjourned the meeting at 3:00.  The next meeting will convene April 22, 2010, at 1:00 p.m.
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