Approved Minutes
Science Museum of Virginia
Science Education Committee Meeting
2500 West Broad Street
Richmond, VA  23220

Thursday  -  October 21, 2010
1:00 p.m.



Present:  Roger Boeve, Mary Anna Broadbent, Pamela Leigh-Mack, James P. O’Brien, Albert C. Pollard, Richard P. Solana

Staff Present:  Richard Conti, David Hagan, Judy Harris, Nina Johnson, Robert Beasley (volunteer), Elizabeth Voelkel

Overview of Education Activity
Ms. Voelkel highlighted the following for Educational Activities:
· Skyday Night (July 16th) – guest launched rocks, made constellation viewers and saw demos featuring what ingredients make up a comet and phases of the moon – special lecture from NASA Astronaut Roger Crouch
· Jurassic Night (Sept. 17th)  – dinosaur-themed evening with a specially themed Live Sky “Death of the Dinosaurs”, a special showing of the IMAX® film Dinosaurs Alive!, and a lecture from invertebrate paleontologist Dr. Buck Ward
· Green Acres still going strong
· Walking tours three times a week
· Fall crop is in
· Still contributing to food bank
· Kugel Ball salad will have greens from the garden
· Special events offering unique opportunities
· National Fossil Day
· Fall Festival on Green Acre Farm
· Get Active Get Fit Halloween Program with Anthem

Ms. Voelkel stated there is a strong education presence at all events.

 Major Ongoing & New Initiatives
Mr. Conti reported on the following:
· Science on a Sphere coming in January (grant from NOAA)
· Science on a Sphere Grand Opening Dec. 7th at Danville Science Center
· Rain Keepers:  By spring of 2011, Rain Keepers practices installed and functioning at BSS to simultaneously reduce the amount and increase the quality of stormwater leaving the museum grounds
· Energy Project (three major elements)
· Curriculum for classroom
· 16’ high depth video wall
· Creating original media piece to put into classroom environment

Ms. Harris reported on the Summer STEM program:  The Petersburg Youth Summer STEM Program offered on the campus of Virginia State University, supplying and training VSU interns in the delivery of hands-on STEM workshops.  Groups of approximately 15 middle school summer campers received three hours of programming for six weeks.
· Family Day was hosted at the museum following the program
· Researching program for the possibility of being scaled up to a state wide program

21st Century Learning Skills
Ms. Harris gave a presentation on 21st Century Learning Skills.
· Museums are increasingly focused on fostering development of 21st century skills--soft skills like critical thinking, problem solving, communication, collaboration and teamwork as well as technology, environmental, and health literacy—which have not been the traditional domain of formal education.  These skills are increasingly recognized as critical to remain competitive in the 21st century workforce but also to civic life and personal wellbeing.  The Science Museum has an opportunity to foster development of these skills through extended programming in afterschool hours, and the Museum is exploring how shorter exposures and exhibit experiences can support this type of skill development as well.
· Petersburg City Public Schools and the Museum have formed a partnership to develop a 21st Century Learning Center at Vernon Johns Junior High School and Petersburg High School

Discussion followed the presentation. 

Approval of Minutes
Upon motion made by Dr. O’Brien and seconded by Mr. Boeve the minutes for the June 17, 2010, Science Education Committee meeting were approved as distributed.

Adjournment
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:15.  The next meeting will convene January 27, 2011, at 1:00 p.m.
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