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Approved Minutes
Science Museum of Virginia
Quarterly Board of Trustees Meeting
2500 West Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23220

October 21, 2010
3:00 p.m.


Present: James L. Banks, Roger Boeve, Mary Anna Broadbent, David Cohn, Beverly Davis, Everett Howerton, Margaret G. Lewis, Jackie Madry-Taylor (teleconference),  James P. O’Brien, Albert Pollard, Richard Solana, James Starkey (Chairman), Barbara Thalhimer

Staff:  Richard Conti, Nina Johnson, Annie Magnant, Saa’dia Talbert 

Others: Jake A. Belue (Attorney General’s Office)

Chairman Starkey called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

Welcome and Introduction of New Trustees
· Mary Anna Toms Broadbent:  
· B.A. University of Richmond, 1970
· Early Childhood Development Certificate, J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College, 2006
· Teacher, Reveille Weekday School since 1991
· Former teacher, Collegiate Schools
· Member, National Association for the Education of Young Children
· Member, Richmond Early Childhood Association
· Participant, NASA Lunar Growth Chamber Challenge (the only classroom teacher from a Virginia school selected for the first round of the National Challenger Website design project)
· Joe V. Travez – not in attendance
· Barbara Thalhimer - reappointed

Approval of Minutes
Chairman Starkey called for a motion to approve the June 17, 2010, minutes. Upon motion made by Ms. Thalhimer and seconded by Mr. Pollard the minutes were unanimously approved as distributed.

Finance Committee Report 
Mr. Boeve reported on the financial summary for:
· FY2010 closed within 1% of year-end projections
· FY11 1st Quarter Revenue below projections
· Admissions started the year slow; Membership tracking well compared to FY10 but below FY11 projections
· Anticipating an increase in admissions during the Model Railroad Exhibit and the Dinosaurs Exhibit
· Received $62,000 refund from Energy Performance Contract
· Expecting $75,000 in unbudgeted revenue from grants to offset operating expenses
· FY11 1st Quarter Expenses
· Below last year expenses
· Tracking on budget for the quarter overall
· Personnel expenses – three payrolls in July; below FY10 expenses

Mr. Boeve welcomed Ms. Saa’dia Talbert, CFO, to her first official Board of Trustee meeting.

Chairman Starkey recognized Mr. Robert (Bob) Bremer, President, Science Museum of Virginia Foundation Board of Directors.

Science Education Committee Report
Ms. Voelkel reported on the following:
· Green Acres still going strong
· Walking tours three times a week
· Fall crop is in
· Still contributing to food bank
· Kugel Ball salad will have greens from the garden
· Special events offering unique opportunities
· National Fossil Day
· Fall Festival at Green Acre Farm
· Get Active Get Fit Halloween Program with Anthem
· 21st Century Learning Skills
· Rain Keepers:  By spring of 2011, Rain Keepers practices installed and functioning at BSS to simultaneously reduce the amount and increase the quality of stormwater leaving the museum grounds
· Energy Project (three major elements)
· Curriculum for classroom
· 16’ high depth video wall
· Creating original media piece to put into classroom environment
· Rail benches refurbishment
· Gallery hours extended quarterly on Friday evenings

Director’s Report
Mr. Conti reported on the following:
· Overview of Museum activity
· Video cubes in the Rotunda
· Science on a Sphere coming in January to the Museum (grant from NOAA) - Danville Science Center Grand Opening for Science on a Sphere is Dec. 7th
· High depth video wall in the lower concourse (Watt Wall)
· Electric charging station in front of the Museum
· Rain Keepers – National Fish and Wildlife Project
· Rice House historic walking tours in Spring
· Summer STEM program with the potential to be scaled up state wide
· Thunder Bolts – Science Museum’s robotic team

Mr. Conti gave a presentation on the Strategic Plan Timeline which included Capital Campaign Planning and Brand Architecture Implementation.

Mr. Conti introduced the board to the new “WonderMark” for the Museum.  Mr. Conti also explained the “WonderMark” is presently in the testing phase.  Discussion followed the introduction of the new “WonderMark” with the recommendation from the board to go forward with the testing of the “WonderMark”.

Chairman Starkey stated that two of the board members, Dr. Trainer and Ms Appel Blue have finished their service on the board.  Resolutions of appreciation will be forthcoming for their service.  The resolutions will be printed, framed and presented to them.

Executive Session – 4:05 p.m.
Chairman Starkey moved to go into a closed meeting pursuant to Section 2.2-3711(A)(3) and 2.2-3711(A)(9) of the Code of Virginia to discuss Disposition of Publicly held Real Property and matters relating to Specific Gifts, Bequests and Grants with the consultation of legal counsel.  Chairman Starkey asked Mr. Conti and Mr. Belue to stay for the Executive Session.  The motion made by Chairman Starkey and seconded by Mr. Pollard was unanimously carried.

Board of Trustees closed session concluded 4:50 p.m.
Mr. Cohn moved to take course of action in Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Banks and unanimously carried.
 
Whereas, the Science Museum of Virginia Board of Trustees has convened a closed meeting on this date, October 21, 2010, pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

Whereas, 2.2-3712(D) of the Code of Virginia requires certification by the Board that the closed meeting was conducted in accordance with the Code;

Now therefore, be it resolved that the Board of Trustees hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Board.

Vote:
Aye:  11
Nay:   0

Absent during vote:  4
Absent during meeting:  4

_____________________________________________
Dr. James O’Brien, Member, Board of Trustees
for
Ms. Vickie Miller Snead
Secretary of the Board


Nominating Committee Report
Dr. O’Brien reported that the Board of Trustees was polled regarding members agreeing to serve as officers on the board.  Dr. O’Brien stated four members agreed to serve if nominated.

Slate of Officers:
· Roger L. Boeve, Chair, SMV Board of Trustees
· Richard P. Solana, Vice-Chair, SMV Board of Trustees
· Margaret G. Lewis, Secretary, SMV Board of Trustees

Dr. O’Brien moved that the nominees be accepted by acclamation.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Howerton and unanimously carried.

Chairman Starkey stated as he passes the gavel to newly elected Chairman Boeve that he has certainly enjoyed working with the board as Chairman.  Chairman Starkey thanked the board for their support over the last three years and wishes Chairman Boeve the best.

Chairman Boeve stated that he was deeply humbled by the confidence the board placed in him and thanked the board for the challenge of serving as Chair.  Chairman Boeve is looking forward to the implementation of the Strategic Plan.  Chairman Boeve thanked Mr. Starkey for all his hard work and commitment while serving as Chairman.

New Business
Mr. Starkey encouraged board members to make their annual pledge with 100% support of the Museum.

Adjournment
With no further business, Chairman Boeve adjourned the meeting at 5:00 p.m.  The next meeting will convene January 27, 2011.


